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23Mar. Syrian Kurds come back home to celebrate Nowruz for the first time 
since exile 

                                                         घ       

 Nowruz, the Farsi-language word for “new year,” is an ancient Persian festival that is also 
celebrated by Kurds in Syria, Turkey and Iraq as well as Iran. 

      ,                  “       ”          , ए                                   ,     ,      

औ                            

 It is characterised by colourful street festivals and torch-bearing processions winding their 
way into the mountains. 

       -                 औ                      ओ                         ए               

 The 3,000-year-old festival is rooted in the ancient religion of Zoroastrianism and is marked 
by people across faiths including Zoroastrians, Muslims, Christians, Jews and those of the 
Baha‟i faith as well as by millions in the diaspora. 

    3000                                                   औ            ,      ,     , 

     औ                                                          

 Turkey considers the SDF to be a terrorist organisation because of its ties to the Kurdistan 
Workers‘ Party, or PKK, a separatist group that staged a decades-long insurgency in 
Turkey. 

      SDF                                       PKK (                   )            , 

                                   

 

GS Paper 1: Geography 

TOPICS COVERED     23  March  2026 

23Mar MPC: confirming new moons 

MPC:                         
 

 

Ugandan rangers handle a rhino at the Kidepo Valley 
National Park following the first wildlife exchange 
between Kenya and Uganda as part of a wider report 
by conservation groups and the Uganda Wildlife 
Authority to rebuild a national population wiped out by 
poaching, in theKaramoja region of northeastern 
Uganda on March 17. 
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23Mar. MPC: confirming new moons 

MPC:                         

Minor Planet Centre (MPC) and New Moons 
Discovery 

                 (MPC) औ                    

 Last week, the Minor Planet Centre (MPC) 
announced 15 new moons had been found, four 
around Jupiter and 11 around Saturn. 

          ,                  (MPC)                

15                ए   ,          4        (Jupiter) औ  

11     (Saturn)              

 The Jovian moons were found by the U.S.-
based Scott Sheppard and David Tholen and the 
Saturnian ones by a team led by Edward Ashton in 
Taiwan. 

                        Scott Sheppard औ  David 

Tholen            ए औ               Taiwan    

Edward Ashton                              ए  

 The MPC is the world‟s primary repository for 
all observations of small bodies in the solar system. 

MPC                                                                 

 Located in Cambridge, Massachusetts, it operates at the Smithsonian Astrophysical 
Observatory under the International Astronomical Union, and plays a vital role in tracking 
asteroids, comets, and the moons of the outer planets. 

   Cambridge, Massachusetts           औ  International Astronomical Union        

Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory                          ,         औ             

                                                     

 When astronomers discover a new object, they send their data to the MPC, where experts 
verify the observations and calculate the object‟s orbit. 

                                ,                 MPC            ,             ञ             

             औ           (orbit)                  

 If the discovery is new, the MPC assigns it an official designation. 

                  ,    MPC                     (designation)               

 This process ensures every known minor planet has a unique identity and a predictable 
path. 

                                    घ     (minor planet)    ए              औ           

       

 One of the MPC‘s most critical jobs involves monitoring near-earth objects (NEOs). 

MPC                        -           (NEOs)                     

 NEOs are space rocks that could potentially threaten the earth. 

NEOs                                               ए                  

 With support from NASA‘s Planetary Defense Coordination Office, MPC maintains a large 
database that allows scientists to predict if and when a rock might come close to the earth. 

NASA    Planetary Defense Coordination Office             MPC ए                 ए 

       ,                                                    औ                      ए    

 The MPC also facilitates communication within the global scientific community by 
publishing electronic circulars that alert researchers to new discoveries or interesting 
celestial events. 

MPC                                                      ,                            

                  ओ              औ                 घ                          

 These updates allow observatories worldwide to coordinate their efforts and gather more 
data quickly. 
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                             ओ                              औ                ए        

                

GS Paper II: Polity,  

TOPICS COVERED     23  March  2026 

23Mar Double engine‘ — cute slogan, a serious federal question 

 ‗        ‘ —           ,            घ      

23Mar Is compulsory voting feasible in the Indian context? 

                                        ? 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

23Mar. Double engine‘ — cute slogan, a serious federal question 

 ‗        ‘ —           ,            घ      

Double-Engine Sarkar and Federalism Debate 

   -           औ    घ           

 Every election season produces memorable slogans. 
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 Most fade once the votes are counted, but some linger and begin to shape how citizens think 
about governance itself. 

                                                ,                       औ                      

                               

 One such phrase is the ―double-engine sarkar‖. 

       ए          ―   -          ‖  

 At •rst hearing, it sounds harmless, even cute: two governments working in tandem to 
accelerate development. 

                                :                                       

 Yet, behind the metaphor lies a serious constitutional question about India‟s federal 
compact. 

                                             औ    घ                              

 The idea is simple: if the same party governs both the Union and the State, development will 
move faster because the two governments will work in harmony. 

            :     ए              औ                                                          

                          

 Taken at face value, this is unexceptionable. 

                                     

 Of course governments at di•erent levels should coordinate. 

                                                   ए  

 That is indeed cooperative federalism. 

             घ        

 The real question is what happens when they do not share the same political ideology. 

                                                                 

 But the “double-engine” slogan carries a deeper implication. 

      “   -    ”         ए                  

 It suggests that development •ows preferentially to States governed by the same party as 
the Union government. 

                                                                                              

Aligned States‘ bene•t 

‗                ‘                 

 During election campaigns the message is often made quite explicit: elect the party ruling at 
the Centre so that your State can bene•t from faster development. 

                                     :                                                      

          

 If you do not, you will be starved of funds. 

                     ,                                                    

 This is where the constitutional di•culty begins. 

                                    

 India‟s Constitution does not envisage a system where State governments depend on the 
goodwill of the ruling party at the Centre. 

                                                                                              

 It creates a federal structure in which the Union and the States are partners within their 
respective spheres. 

   ए    घ                             औ          -                               

 The Union government represents the Republic as a whole, not merely those States 
governed by the party in power in New Delhi. 

                                       ,                                                 

 Public money collected through national taxation belongs to the Union of India, not to the 
ruling party. 

               ए                                    ,                    
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 Taxes are collected in the name of the Republic, from citizens of every State regardless of 
how they vote. 

                                               ए        ,                                     

 The distribution of these resources cannot depend on which party governs a State. 

                                                                                    

 A citizen in Kerala or Tamil Nadu pays the same taxes as a citizen in Uttar Pradesh or 
Madhya Pradesh. 

                                                                                   

 The constitutional promise is that both will receive their fair share in return. 

                                                       

 India‟s constitutional framers understood this danger. 

                                                 

 That is why they built institutional safeguards into the system. 

    ए                                          ए  

 The most important is the Finance Commission. 

                               

 Under Article 280, the Finance Commission is appointed every five years to recommend 
how Union revenues should be shared with the States. 

       280                    5                                                               

                      

 Its purpose is vital: •scal transfers must be rule-based, not politically negotiated. 

                    :                      -                ए,                

 The Commission evaluates States on objective criteria — how far their incomes lag behind 
the national average, their population, geographic size, and •scal capacity — so that 
politics cannot determine who gets what. 

                                               —             ,       ,         

    , औ                —                                                               

Issues raised by States, federal friction 

                        औ    घ        

 Recent debates around •scal federalism show how sensitive this issue remains. 

                  घ                                                     
 Southern States have expressed concern that the use of more recent population data in 

allocation formulas may penalise them for having successfully controlled population growth. 

                                                                                          

                                             
 Another issue is the increasing resort of the Union government to cesses and surcharges, 

which fall outside the divisible pool and are not shared with States. 

ए                               ए     औ                    ,                              

औ                           ए       
 This e•ectively reduces the quantum of resources available for constitutionally mandated 

sharing, concentrating more •scal power in Union hands and weakening the •nancial 
autonomy of States. 

                            ए                                   ,                          

                     औ                                       
 The Sixteenth Finance Commission, which is currently deliberating, will have to grapple 

seriously with these concerns if it is to restore con•dence in the fairness of the •scal federal 
arrangement. 

                                                                                          

  घ                                             
 Governments in Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and Telangana have 

argued that States which acted early to stabilise population should not be penalised in the 
distribution of national resources. 
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        ,     ,       ,          औ                                                         

                                                                ए  
 Senior Ministers from these States have at times remarked, in visible frustration, that they feel 

reduced to “beggars”, pleading for funds that constitutionally belong to them. 

                                                          “      ”                   ,         

                            ए                   
 This is not the language of political theatre. 

                                  
 It re•ects a genuine structural grievance about the terms on which States participate in the 

Indian Union. 

                                             ए                                       
 Federal friction is visible not only in •nancial matters but also in the legislative process. 

  घ                                                                           
 In recent years, Governors in some States have sat for long periods over Bills passed by 

elected legislatures, e•ectively using the constitutional o•ce as an instrument of political 
sabotage. 

                                                        ओ                                     

        ,                                                        
 Tamil Nadu and Kerala have witnessed particularly prolonged delays. 

         औ                                       ए     
 The pattern is di•cult to ignore: the delays have been in States that are governed by parties 

opposed to the ruling dispensation at the Centre. 

              :                                                                          
 A Governor who withholds assent to legislation passed by an elected Assembly is, in e•ect, 

a second engine running in reverse. 

ए                                                            ,            ए                 

                       
 Such delays have drawn judicial attention. 

                                                
 In State of Punjab vs Principal Secretary to the Governor of Punjab (2023), the Supreme 

Court of India made it clear that a Governor cannot use inaction to stall the legislative 
process. 

State of Punjab vs Principal Secretary to the Governor of Punjab (2023)                  

                                                                    
 The Court emphasised that the Governor‟s o•ce is not meant to function as a parallel 

political authority over an elected legislature. 

                                                   ऊ                                

                         
 More recently, in State of Tamil Nadu vs Governor of Tamil Nadu (2025), the Court 

observed that prolonged inaction by a Governor in assenting to Bills is constitutionally 
impermissible. 

          State of Tamil Nadu vs Governor of Tamil Nadu (2025)                     

                                                                 
 These rulings together signal a •rm judicial commitment to protecting the legislative 

sovereignty of elected State assemblies. 

                          ओ                                ए                               

           
 The experience of Delhi over the past decade provides a further illustration. 

                                ए  औ                       
 Many initiatives of the elected government became entangled in disputes with the 

Lieutenant-Governor and the Union government. 

                                   औ                                       
 Courts eventually had to intervene. 
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 The lesson is not merely about one city; it is about what happens when the machinery of 
federal governance is used to punish a political opponent rather than serve the public. 

        ए                      ,                          घ                            

                                                      ए                             

Federalism Challenges and Structural Reforms 

  घ                 औ                 

 Seen together — •scal transfers, gubernatorial delays, and the Delhi impasse — these 
developments form a coherent pattern. 

ए               —                 ,                  औ              —        ए  ए  

                       
 The ―double-engine‖ slogan is not merely a campaign metaphor. 

―   -    ‖                               
 It is a description of how governance actually functions when political alignment is 

absent. 

                                   (alignment)                                         

    
 And that is precisely the constitutional problem. 

औ                                
 The form of federalism survives; its spirit is quietly hollowed out. 

  घ                        ,                      -                       
 India‟s federal system has faced similar tensions before. 

                                                          
 In earlier decades, Article 356 was frequently misused to dismiss elected State 

governments. 

                        356                                                      ए      

     
 The Court‟s landmark judgment in S.R. Bommai vs Union of India placed important limits on 

that practice. 

S.R. Bommai             घ                                            ए         
 The challenge today is subtler: governments may remain in o•ce, yet, governance itself 

may become hostage to political alignment. 

                        :                   ,                                        

            

Structural reform needed 

                    

 What is needed is not merely judicial intervention, but structural reform. 

                                                          
 The Finance Commission‘s recommendations could be made more binding. 

                                                        
 A •xed statutory timeline, say, three months, could be prescribed for Governors to act on 

Bills, failing which assent would be deemed granted. 

              ए                             3                                                 , 

                                 
 Inter-State/governmental councils, already provided for under Article 263, could be 

revitalised as genuine forums for cooperative federalism rather than ceremonial gatherings. 

       263                  -                      औ                          

         घ                                              
 These are not radical proposals; they are logical completions of the constitutional 

architecture that the framers intended. 

                       ;                    ओ                                                
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 Political slogans will continue to animate election campaigns. 

                                                         
 But a slogan that implicitly threatens citizens with slower development if they choose the 

“wrong” party at the State level does not merely distort electoral choice; it corrodes the 
constitutional promise of equal citizenship. 

                  “   ”                                            ,                        

                                                                          
 Development cannot depend on political alignment. 

                                             ए  
 It must rest on rules and institutions that treat every State, and every citizen, with equal 

fairness. 

          औ                            ए           औ                              
 That constitutional balance, not the number of engines pulling the same train, is the only 

engine India‟s federal democracy truly needs. 

                    ,      ए                                       ,           घ             

  ए                   

 
 
23Mar. Is compulsory voting feasible in the Indian context? 

                                        ? 

 Right to Vote and Compulsory Voting Debate in India 

                        औ                       

 The Election Commission has announced the poll schedule for five Assembly elections to 
be held in April-May 2026. 

                    -   2026                                                             

 In a hearing before the Supreme Court, questions were raised regarding mandatory voting. 

                                                       ए  ए  

 What is the right to vote in India? 

                             ? 

 Article 326 of the Constitution grants every citizen the right to vote without discrimination. 

                  326                                                      

 It provides that any citizen aged 18 years or above and not disqualified is entitled to be 
registered as a voter. 

                   18                                      ,                ,           

                           

 Section 19 of the Representation of the People Act, 1950 requires a citizen to be 18 years 
old and ordinarily resident in a constituency. 
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                   , 1950         19                         18     औ                 

                   ए  

 Section 62 of the Representation of the People Act, 1951 provides the right to vote to 
those whose name is in the electoral roll. 

                   , 1951         62                                      ,           

              

 The Supreme Court has held that the right to vote is a statutory right. 

                                        ए                     

Should voting be made compulsory? 

                           ? 

 Voting is essential for democracy, but it is neither a fundamental duty nor a legal duty in 
India. 

                  ए        ,                             औ                    

 Proposals for compulsory voting have long been debated. 

                                              

 The Dinesh Goswami Committee (1990) did not favour compulsory voting due to practical 
difficulties. 

                   (1990)                                                           

      

 It recommended increasing participation through awareness campaigns. 

                                                            

 The Law Commission (255th Report, 2015) noted compulsory voting increases turnout by 
about 7%. 

          (255          , 2015)                                 7%                

 This increase depends on strict penalties for non-voting. 

                                  

 Some countries like Australia, Argentina, Brazil, Peru have compulsory voting provisions. 

        ,        ,      ,                                     

 Non-voters may face fines or denial of public services. 

                                                                   

 Such penalties are considered harsh and unsuitable for the Indian context. 

                औ                                    

 Compulsory voting may violate Article 19(1) (freedom of expression). 

                     19(1) (                )                      

What can be the way forward? 

                         ? 

 Low voter turnout can lead to candidates winning with a minority of votes. 

                                            

 However, compulsory voting is neither desirable nor feasible in India. 

                                    औ                 

 The solution lies in encouraging voters through innovative campaigns, especially via social 
media. 

                     औ                               ओ                    

 For migrant workers, proper implementation of poll-day holiday can help. 

                  ए                                              

 Increasing transport facilities like special buses and trains can boost participation. 

           औ                    ए                        

 With new technologies, secure remote voting methods should be explored. 

                                                                       ए  
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GS Paper II: International Relations  

TOPICS COVERED     23  March  2026 

23Mar Will completely close Strait of Hormuz : Iran 

                                             :      
 
 

23Mar. Will completely close Strait of Hormuz : Iran 

                                             :      

 Trump threatened to „obliterate‟ Iran‟s power plants if it did not reopen the Strait in 48 hours. 

                       48 घ       Strait                                       power plants 

   ‗obliterate‘          

 Tehran says critical infrastructure in West Asia could be „irreversibly destroyed‟ if it is 
attacked. 

                                critical infrastructure                  ‗irreversibly 

destroyed‘             

 Iran said it would strike power plants in Israel, nations hosting U.S. and firms with U.S. 
interests. 

                   Israel,                                    औ                              

   power plants                

 The Iranian military on Sunday threatened to completely shut down the strategic Strait of 
Hormuz and attack U.S. infrastructure, including energy facilities in the Gulf, if U.S. President 
Donald Trump acts on threats to target the country‟s power plants. 

                         Strait of Hormuz                      औ                        

                                                   ,                     Donald Trump 

        power plants                                       

 Mr. Trump on Saturday threatened to “obliterate” Iran‟s power plants if Tehran did not fully 
reopen the Strait of Hormuz in 48 hours, suggesting a significant escalation barely a day after 
he talked about “winding down” the war, now in its fourth week. 

                                             48 घ       Strait of Hormuz                  

                       power plants    ―obliterate‖        ,           ―winding down‖ 

                                 escalation            

 Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said the U.S. may need to “escalate” its attacks against 
Iran to be able to wind down the war. 
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             Scott Bessent                                                            

              ―escalate‖                  

 Asked if Mr. Trump was winding down or escalating the war, he said: 

                                                             ,           : 

 “They‟re not mutually exclusive. Sometimes you have to escalate to de-escalate.” 

 ―                           -    de-escalate             escalate              ‖ 

 The strait has been effectively closed since the start of the war, sparked by U.S.-Israeli 
bombardment of Iran. 

    strait                                      ,           -                           

           

 The conflict has since spread across West Asia, with Iran responding with attacks on Israel 
and U.S. interests in the region. 

      घ                                ,               Israel औ                               

        

 “If the U.S.‟s threats regarding Iran‟s power plants are carried out... the strait will be 
completely closed, and it will not be reopened until our destroyed power plants are rebuilt,” 
military‟s operational command Khatam Al-Anbiya said. 

 ―            power plants                                         ...    strait          

                  औ                                          power plants        

            ,‖           Khatam Al-Anbiya         

 Iran‟s Parliament Speaker Mohammad Baqer Ghalibaf wrote on X that critical infrastructure in 
West Asia could be “irreversibly destroyed” should Iranian power plants be attacked. 

                      Mohammad Baqer Ghalibaf    X                        power 

plants                             critical infrastructure ―irreversibly destroyed‖    

         

 The military command said it would also strike Israel‟s “power plants, energy, and information 
and communications technology (ICT) infrastructure”, along with power plants in regional 
countries hosting U.S. bases and companies with U.S. shareholders. 

                       Israel    ―power plants, energy, औ  ICT infrastructure‖       -

                power plants                                   औ               

 The Islamic Republic‟s power grid is deeply intertwined with its energy sector. 

                 power grid                                       

 Striking major plants could trigger blackouts, crippling everything from pumps and refineries to 
export terminals and military command centres. 

                     blackouts           ,          ,         ,               औ      

                              

 While some Gulf desert states such as Saudi Arabia, Oman and the UAE have access to 
more than one sea to draw water from for desalination, Qatar, Bahrain and Kuwait are 
crowded along the shoreline of the Gulf with no other coastline. 

      Saudi Arabia, Oman औ  UAE                                              , 

     Qatar, Bahrain औ  Kuwait                              

 Earlier in the day, Iranian media reports quoted Iran‟s representative to the U.N. maritime 
agency as saying that the Strait of Hormuz remains open to all shipping except vessels linked 
to “Iran‟s enemies”. 

            ,                                                                              

Strait of Hormuz                          ,                       ―Iran‘s enemies‖         

    

 Ali Mousavi‟s comments came from an interview published on Friday by the Chinese news 
agency Xinhua, much before Mr. Trump‟s ultimatum. 

 Ali Mousavi                               Xinhua                                  

      ,                                  

 Meanwhile, Iran‟s Parliament is mulling imposing tolls on shipping through the strait, with 
Speaker Ghalibaf saying maritime traffic would “not return to its pre-war status”. 

       ,              strait                          tolls                         , औ  

     Ghalibaf                         ―pre-war status‖                    
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 Traffic through the vital strait has been brought to a near-standstill since the start of the war, 
that has so far killed over 2,000 people. 

         strait                                             ,             2,000    

                          

 A relatively small number of vessels have been able to transit it — around 5% of its pre-war 
volume, according to analytics firm Kpler. 

              Kpler          ,           5%         pre-war                        

                

 Iranian forces have attacked multiple vessels, saying they failed to heed “warnings” against 
transiting the waterway. 

                                        ,                                                

―warnings‖                   

 In recent days, Iran has allowed some vessels, while warning it would block ships from 
countries it says have joined the “aggression” against it. 

                ,                                   ,                                       

                               ―aggression‖              

 Meanwhile, the exiled son of Iran‟s last shah Reza Pahlavi called on Mr. Trump and Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to refrain from targeting Iran‟s civilian infrastructure, 
because it “belongs to the Iranian people and to the future of a free Iran.” 

       ,                                   Reza Pahlavi    Donald Trump औ            

         Benjamin Netanyahu            civilian infrastructure                      

        ,          ―           औ                             ‖ 

 
 

GS Paper III: Economy,  

TOPICS COVERED     23  March  2026 

23Mar Modi assesses impact of West Asia conflict on India 

                              घ                        

23Mar Rice, wheat procurement is ‗consistently‘ low: panel 

     ,              ‗      ‘   :       

23Mar India‘s dual dependence on West Asia for urea production 

                                                        

23Mar What insurance numbers do not reveal 

                            

23Mar As West Asia war threatens gas supply, remembering a gas grid India 
never built 

                                                    ,                 

                            

23Mar NSEIX opens doors to U.S. stocks for Indian investors 

 NSEIX                                                         

23Mar Old Mangalore Port likely to get a jetty via Sagarmala 
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23Mar. Modi assesses impact of West Asia conflict on India 

                              घ                        

 Cabinet Committee on Security discusses diversifying sources of imports, including 
fertilizers, chemicals, pharmaceuticals, and petrochemicals; PM directs ‗whole-of-
government approach‘ 

               ऑ                                                ,            ,      , 

            औ                      ;             ‗      -            ‘               

 As tensions continue to escalate in West Asia, threatening energy and commodity supply 
routes, Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday chaired a meeting of the Cabinet 
Committee on Security (CCS) to review the situation and suggest mitigating measures. 

     -                                      ,    ऊ    औ                                       , 

                                                          (CCS)                    , 

                             औ               ए         

 A government statement said the meeting assessed the ongoing conflict‟s short-, long-, and 
medium-term impact. 
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                                                        ,   घ       औ           

                         

 Furthermore, the committee also discussed potential measures, both immediate and long-
term, to manage the crisis. 

           ,                              ए      औ    घ                                     

 “The ongoing conflict in West Asia will have significant short, medium and long-term 
impact on the global economy. 

 “     ए                                         ,     औ    घ                    

       

 Its effect on India was assessed, and counter-measures, both immediate and long-term, 
were discussed,” the statement said. 

                                   , औ           घ                                   

             ,”                  

 Mr. Modi directed that a Group of Ministers (GoM) and a group of secretaries be formed to 
work exclusively on a ―whole-of-government approach‖ to the crisis. 

                                              ए ए                  (GoM) औ            ए       

        ए                ―      -            ‖              

 The Prime Minister urged sectoral groups to work in consultation with all stakeholders. 

                                                                                    

Alternate sources 

            

 The CCS discussed diversifying sources of major imports, including fertilizers, chemicals, 
pharmaceuticals, and petrochemicals. 

 CCS                                           ,            ,      ,             औ  

                      

 Fertilizers assume significance ahead of the coming kharif season, and in view of the 
disruptions to natural gas imports after Tehran‟s missile attacks devastated energy 
infrastructure in Qatar, which is among the biggest importers of LNG globally. 

                                                  , औ                                   

ऊ                                                                ए,                       

                  

 “The measures taken in the last few years to maintain adequate stocks of fertilizers will 
ensure timely availability and food security. 

 “                                           ए           ए    ए  ए                   औ  

                         

 Alternate sources of fertilizers were also discussed to ensure continued availability in the 
future,” the statement read. 

                                         ए                                         ,”         

         

 The Cabinet committee also called for ensuring an ―adequate‖ supply of coal stocks at all 
power plants. 

                                                         ―     ‖                                

      

 The carbon commodity becomes essential with power demand expected to peak in 
summers and the potential constraints of natural gas supplies due to the ongoing conflict. 

                                                                                        

        औ                                                       ए      
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23Mar. Rice, wheat procurement is ‗consistently‘ low: panel 

     ,              ‗      ‘   :       

 Standing Committee led by DMK MP asks Food Ministry to strengthen its procurement 
planning and coordination with States to minimise the gap between estimated and actual 
procurement 

                                                              औ                    

                                औ                                         

 Expressing concern that actual procurement of rice and wheat has consistently remained 
below estimates in recent years and below targets in States such as Bihar, Gujarat, Punjab, 
and Uttar Pradesh, the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Consumer Affairs, Food, 
and Public Distribution, headed by DMK MP Kanimozhi, has asked the Union Food 
Ministry to strengthen its procurement planning and coordination with States to minimise the 
gap between estimated and actual procurement of both the food grains. 

                   ए                       औ                                              

   औ       ,       ,       औ                                       ,             ,     

औ                                     ,               ए                           , 
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                                                 औ                                       ए 

           औ                                          

 In a report on the Demands for Grants of the Department of Food and Public Distribution, 
the panel noted that since 2022-23, the procurement of wheat and rice had been less than 
30% of the total production. 

     औ                                                    ,                       2022-23    

     औ                            30%               

 “Moreover, actual procurement of wheat has been 76.71%, 71.35% and 87.29% of the 
estimate for the years 2023-24, 2024-25 and 2025-26 respectively. 

 “          ,                     2023-24, 2024-25 औ  2025-26      ए                

76.71%, 71.35% औ  87.29%         

 Similarly, the actual procurement of rice has been less than target since 2022-23,” the report 
revealed. 

         , 2022-23                                       ,”                      

 During the kharif marketing season of 2024-25, the procurement of rice from Andhra 
Pradesh, Karnataka, and Punjab was 25.60 lakh tonnes, 0.003 lakh tonnes, and 116.13 
lakh tonnes against the target of 35 lakh tonnes, 5.29 lakh tonnes, and 124 lakh tonnes, 
respectively, the panel said. 

 2024-25                          ,         ,        औ                             

25.60       , 0.003        औ  116.13           ,              35       , 5.29     

   औ  124          ,               

 Similarly, during the rabi marketing season of 2025-26, the procurement of wheat was less 
than the target in the States of Bihar, Gujarat, Punjab, and Uttar Pradesh, it added. 

         , 2025-26                         ,      ,       ,       औ                      

                 ,                 

Multiple factors at play 

               

 The government told the panel that any fluctuation in estimated production and actual 
production resulted in variation in procurement. 

                                           औ                              -        

                              

 “Procurement depends on multiple factors like production, market surplus, minimum 
support price (MSP), prevailing market rates, demand-supply situation, and 
participation of private traders, etc., the government informed. 

 “                                          ,             ,                 (MSP), 

               ,     -            औ                                ,”                 

 Noting these factors, the panel asked the government to strengthen its procurement planning 
and coordination with the States to minimise the gap between estimated and actual 
procurement of wheat and rice. 

                           ए,                        औ                   औ                 

                      ए                 औ                                       

 “While noting the Department‟s submission that procurement levels are influenced by multiple 
factors, the Committee is concerned that actual procurement has consistently remained below 
estimates in recent years and below targets in several States,” the report said. 

 “               ए                                       ,                                  

                                औ                                  ,”                    

 The panel asked the Union government to review the methodology used for estimating 
procurement requirements, enhance real-time monitoring of production and market arrivals, 
and work closely with State governments — particularly in States where procurement has 
significantly fallen short of targets — to ensure that procurement operations are more 
realistic, responsive and effective. 

                                  ओ                                 ,       औ        

            -                   औ                     —                               
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                     —                                                      , 

        औ                

 It asked the government to apprise it of the corrective measures taken on the suggestions. 

                                ए  ए                                         

 

 

 
23Mar. India‘s dual dependence on West Asia for urea production 

                                                        

Impact of West Asia Conflict on India‘s LNG and Urea Supply 

             घ              LNG औ                        

 The ongoing con•ict in West Asia has disrupted global trade, leading to LPG shortages 
and a surge in crude oil prices. 

                     घ                                  ,       LPG        औ             

                      

 Data show that the crisis could also affect India‟s supply of Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG), 
putting at risk the production of urea, a key fertilizer in the country‟s agrarian economy. 

                                  LNG                               ,                    

          ,                             ए             
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 The con•ict has already started to impact India‟s urea supply. 

                                                             

 As of Sunday, industry sources told PTI that the country‟s urea plants are running at half 
capacity, with Petronet LNG Ltd declaring force majeure amid disruptions to cargoes. 

                    ,                                          , औ  Petronet LNG Ltd    

                                                    

 The move triggered supply curtailments by GAIL (India) Ltd, Indian Oil Corporation Ltd 
and Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd. 

               GAIL, IOC औ  BPCL                             

 India is heavily dependent on imports for its LNG supply, exposing many sectors to global 
shocks such as the U.S.-Israel attacks on Iran. 

          LNG             ए                 ,              -                        

                                 

 Data show that in 2025, India bought more than 50% of its natural gas from the international 
market. 

                 2025                                50%                                  

       

 India is the fourth largest buyer of natural gas in the world, with an imported supply of 261 
lakh metric tonnes in 2025. 

                                                  ,       2025    261                   

         

 A majority of these imports — more than 40% — are tied to long-term contracts with suppliers 
in Qatar. 

                40%                                                   

 This supply may be in jeopardy as LNG cargoes pass through the Strait of Hormuz, now a 
central chokepoint in the Iran-Israel con•ict. 

                           LNG                                 ,       ए                

           

 The UAE and Oman also ship LNG along this route, contributing to India‟s imports. 

UAE औ                      LNG         ,                                      

 Overall, more than 60% of India‘s imported LNG could be affected by the closure of the 
Strait. 

                   60%         LNG                                                

 In India, natural gas is primarily used to produce ammonia, which is used to produce 
fertilizers. 

                                                           ,                            

 In FY26, about 30% of India‘s LNG supply was used for the production of fertilizers. 

FY26            LNG         30%                          

 Demand also comes from industry, gas-fired power plants, and city gas networks 
supplying households and vehicles. 

         ,                        औ                                

 LNG is the main feedstock for the production of urea, the most widely used fertilizer in India. 

LNG                               ,                                                     

 Many urea plants earlier used naphtha or fuel oil, but have shifted to natural gas due to 
lower emissions. 

                                               ,                                   

                 

 National urea consumption hit 387 lakh metric tonnes in 2025, following steady growth. 

        2025               387                           

 Domestic production reached about 306 lakh metric tonnes, but does not meet total 
demand. 

                 306                  ,                            

 Due to this, India relies on imports of urea. 

    ए                               
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 In 2025, India‟s urea imports exceeded 2,300 lakh metric tonnes, with 71% coming from 
West Asia. 

2025                        2,300                         ,       71%               

     

 This includes 45% from Oman and 26% from Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and the UAE. 

     45%         औ  26%         ,     औ  UAE         

 All these supplies depend on the Strait of Hormuz for transit. 

                                          

 The West Asian con•ict threatens both domestic urea production and supply chain 
stability. 

         घ           औ                                           

 The Government of India issued the Natural Gas (Supply Regulation) Order, 2026, 
including the fertilizer sector in its priority list. 

              Natural Gas (Supply Regulation) Order, 2026                      

                             

 As of March 10, India‟s urea reserves reached 61.51 lakh metric tonnes, about 10 lakh 
more than last year. 

10                              61.51                 ,                      10          

    

 This is ahead of the Kharif sowing season. 

                                       

 However, only time can tell if India‟s import dependence will withstand ongoing geopolitical 
instability. 

       ,              ए                                -                            

  ए            
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23Mar. What insurance numbers do not reveal 

                            

 India is often described as an ―underinsured‖ country. 

            ―                ‖              

 This claim is usually backed by two numbers: life insurance penetration and density. 

                                              :          (penetration) औ  घ   (density)  

 Low values of these indicators are taken as proof that insurance coverage is inadequate and 
large sections remain unprotected. 

                                                    औ                                     

         

 The problem is not that these numbers are wrong, but that they are misunderstood and used 
to draw wrong conclusions. 

                               ,                                औ                   

         

 In everyday economic language, penetration refers to how widely a product is used. 

                                                                           

 For example, mobile phone penetration shows how many people have access to phones. 

                                                           

 Density usually means how much of something exists per person. 

घ                                            

 In life insurance, however, these terms have different meanings. 

                                               

 Insurance penetration is defined as total premium collected as a percentage of GDP. 

                                 GDP                           

 Insurance density is the average premium paid per person, usually in U.S. dollars. 

     घ           औ                 ,                                             

 These definitions are internationally accepted and useful for comparing markets. 

          ए                          औ                            

 But these measures do not show how many families are insured or whether they are 
financially secure. 

                                                                          

 They also do not show whether insurance serves its purpose of protecting against income 
loss. 

                                                                           

What the numbers show 

                      

 Premium-to-GDP is a measure of industry revenue relative to the economy size. 

      -  -GDP                                                

 It can change due to factors unrelated to household protection. 

   घ                                              

 If the economy grows rapidly due to infrastructure or exports, penetration may fall even if 
more people buy insurance. 

                                                 ,                       ,                 

         

 Insurers can push high-premium products to raise penetration without improving protection. 

                                                  ,                      ए  

 Regulatory changes can distort the picture as premium growth may slow temporarily. 

                                                                                        

 Penetration may decline without any reduction in the number of insured families. 

              ,                                           

 This reflects changes in how insurance is sold and priced. 

                 औ                                     
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 Misinterpreting this leads to poor policy decisions. 

                                           

 Insurance density also has limitations. 

     घ             ए      

 It is often used to compare India with richer countries, leading to conclusions of 
underinsurance. 

                                   ए                   ,                                  

    

 Such comparisons ignore income levels and cost of living. 

                औ      -                               

 A family paying a modest premium in India may be making a greater financial commitment 
relative to income than a richer country. 

                                                                                    , 

                                      

Premium vs protection 

                  

 More importantly, both penetration and density confuse how much is paid with how much 
protection is received. 

                          औ  घ                                                   औ  

                    
 In India, insurance products have long been sold as savings instruments rather than as 

pure protection. 

                                                                ,                           
 As a result, premiums can be high even when the life cover provided is modest. 

         ,                                                           
 Premiums rise, but the financial security of dependents does not improve proportionately. 

              ,                                                      
 This gap between premiums and protection becomes clearer when claims data are 

examined. 

       औ                                                     
 According to the IRDAI Annual Report 2024-25, life insurers settled a little over 10 lakh 

individual death claims, paying about ₹33,000 crore. 

IRDAI               2024-25          ,                       10                            ए 

औ       ₹33,000                      
 This translates to an average payout of roughly ₹3.3 lakh per claim, with a 97% claim 

settlement ratio. 

     औ               ₹3.3                 औ  97%                   
 While this reflects efficient claim settlement, it also indicates the level of financial support 

provided to families. 

                               ,                                                       

           
 For most households, such an amount would replace income for only a short period, if at all. 

                      ए                          ए                            
 Yet these payouts fully count towards insurance penetration and density. 

                                   औ  घ                     
 The numbers look reassuring, even though the underlying protection is often thin. 

                       ,                                      
 This is why headline indicators can suggest progress while households remain financially 

vulnerable. 

                                         ,                                          
 This confusion matters because it shapes how the problem is framed. 
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Rethinking adequacy 

                     

 When India is labelled ―underinsured‖, the conclusion is that people lack awareness or 
access. 

           ―        ‖            ,                                                       

    
 In reality, many households already own at least one life insurance policy. 

       ,                                                                  
 The real issue is not reach, but adequacy. 

                                    
 Families may have insurance, but not enough to replace lost income. 

                            ,                                  ए                  
 This is not an argument for abandoning penetration and density. 

                        औ  घ                 ए  
 These indicators are useful for tracking industry growth and international comparisons. 

                    औ                        ए            
 But they are poorly suited for guiding public policy on household protection. 

         घ                                      ए                
 When revenue-based measures are treated as indicators of social security, they obscure 

reality. 

                                                     ,                                 
 A better approach would ask how many households actually have life insurance cover. 

                              ए                                                   
 And how much cover they have relative to their income. 

औ                                                
 These questions focus on protection, not premium collection. 

                       ,                      
 Such measures are often seen as difficult to compute, but data already exists. 

                                 ,                            
 Data sources include regulatory filings, census data, and group insurance records. 

                            ,        औ                             
 The goal need not be perfect precision, but understanding protection gaps. 

                                                       ए  
 As long as India relies on penetration and density, the debate will remain confused. 

               औ  घ                 ,                 
 Premium growth may be mistaken for progress, and industry expansion for social security. 

                    औ                                         ए    
 Clear thinking begins with clear measurement. 

                                    
 In life insurance, this means shifting focus from money collected to how well families are 

protected. 

                                                                                     

 

IRDAI – Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India 

• IRDAI is the statutory regulatory body that regulates and promotes the insurance industry in India. 
• It was established under the IRDA Act, 1999. 
• It ensures the orderly growth and protection of policyholders‘ interests. 

Headquarters 
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• Located in Hyderabad, Telangana 

Objectives 

• Protect the interests of policyholders 
• Ensure fair practices in the insurance sector 
• Promote competition and efficiency 
• Develop the insurance market in India 

Functions of IRDAI 

• Grants licenses to insurance companies and intermediaries 
• Regulates premium rates, terms, and conditions 
• Ensures financial stability of insurers 
• Monitors investment of funds by insurance companies 
• Redresses grievances of policyholders 
• Promotes insurance awareness and penetration 

Powers of IRDAI 

• Can issue guidelines and regulations 
• Has authority to inspect and audit insurers 
• Can penalize companies for violations 

Significance 

• Ensures transparency and trust in the insurance sector 
• Supports financial inclusion 
• Strengthens economic stability 
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23Mar. As West Asia war threatens gas supply, remembering a gas grid India 
never built 

                                                    ,                         

                    

Coal Gasification and Energy Crisis Context 

              औ                     

 The ongoing war in West Asia has plunged the world into a deep energy crisis. 

                                                                   

 In India, the availability of domestic fuel, LPG, has been hit due to disruption in supplies from 
the Persian Gulf. 

                   LPG                                                                   

 The global energy crisis is reminiscent of the Oil Shock of 1973. 

         ऊ         1973                               

 Members of OPEC cut oil production and exports to protest U.S. support for Israel in the Yom 
Kippur War. 

OPEC                                                                            औ         
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 India responded by exploring alternative energy sources, including offshore oilfields in 
Bombay High and new technologies. 

                                     औ                                           

 One such technology revived was coal gasification. 

       ए                          

 The idea first emerged in 1955 by Syed Husain Zaheer, director of RRL Hyderabad (now 
CSIR-IICT). 

         1955                  , RRL          (   CSIR-IICT)                           

 He later became Director-General of CSIR and submitted a plan to Jawaharlal Nehru. 

          CSIR                  औ                                         

 The plan proposed a national gas grid using gas from coal for domestic and industrial use. 

                                     औ  औ                                            

 He believed high calorific fuel gas could be produced from shale coal, lignite, and 
bituminous coal. 

                          ,        औ                       ऊ                      

            

‗Town Gas Supply Scheme‘ 

‗                 ‘ 

 The technology involved gasifying coal at high pressure to form hydrocarbons. 

                                                                      

 Oxygen was used to maintain high thermal efficiency. 

                                ए           ए               

 Sulphur in coal was converted into H₂S and COS. 

                      H₂S औ  COS                           

 Sulphur compounds were removed and processed to recover elemental sulphur. 

                                                

 Gas was cleaned using water scrubbing to remove particulate matter. 

                                         

 In the 1940s, coal gasification was used commercially in Europe and the U.S. for town gas. 

1940                 औ                                                 ए               

 However, its techno-economic feasibility for Indian coal was uncertain. 

                        ए            -                           

 Zaheer proposed a scheme for Hyderabad using coal from Singareni collieries. 

                      ए                                                  

 A plant at Kothagudem could supply gas along a 290 km route. 

                      290                                  

 He proposed a 7.5 million cubic feet capacity gasification plant. 

       7.5                                             

 Pipelines could be laid along railway tracks for maintenance ease. 

                                                        

Tough going 

          

 Pilot studies were needed, requiring funding. 

                ए                       

 The plan found no support from the Central government or CSIR. 

                         CSIR                     

 Policy focus was on petroleum exploration, nuclear energy, and hydroelectric power. 

                         ,             औ                   

 In 1961, Zaheer urged Nehru to establish multiple gasification plants and a national grid. 

1961                             औ                                
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 Nehru supported the idea, calling it modern and economical. 

                   औ                 

 The Ministry of Steel, Mines and Fuel cited infeasibility of long-distance gas transport. 

    ,     औ                                                         

 The Planning Commission, Coal Council, and CSIR did not support funding a pilot plant. 

          ,             औ  CSIR                     ए                  

 In 1962, Zaheer became CSIR Director-General and pursued a pilot plant at RRLH. 

1962         CSIR               औ  RRLH                          

 The project faced challenges due to imported equipment requirements. 

                                                        

 The wars of 1962 and 1965 delayed procurement from Germany. 

1962 औ  1965                                              

 There was a massive cost overrun due to rupee devaluation. 

                                          

 The project came to a halt as soon as Zaheer‘s term ended in 1966. 

         1966                                        
 His successor, Atma Ram, formed a committee to review the project. 

                                                  ए ए              
 The panel gave an adverse report saying “it would not be advisable to establish and operate 

the plant in a manner proposed by RRLH”. 

                              RRLH                                औ                    

           
 It suggested that the imported equipment be disposed of. 

                                                     
 Back then, there was strong opposition to CSIR labs setting up pilot plants. 

       CSIR                                                         
 This was despite the RRLH having already been running a successful semi-commercial 

pilot plant on low temperature carbonisation. 

               RRLH                                      ए         -         

                        
 Following the RRLH model, the National Chemicals Laboratory, Pune and Indian Institute 

of Petroleum, Dehradun erected pilot plants. 

RRLH                      ए                       ,      औ                    

         ,                               ए  

‗Had we listened...‘ 

‗                  ...‘ 

 After several reviews and controversies, the project received the go-ahead in 1972. 

        ओ  औ                             1972                 
 The crates of imported machinery were opened seven years after they had landed in 

Hyderabad. 

                                                          ए  
 The project received a boost from the Oil Shock in October 1973. 

                  1973                            
 The shortage of petroleum led the government to consider coal gasification plants. 

                                                                                
 The government recognised the need for small to medium coal gasification plants. 

                                                              
 Indira Gandhi stated that a coal-based energy strategy was essential. 

                                                         
 In January 1977, at Indian Science Congress, Bhubaneswar, she acknowledged past 

mistakes. 

      1977                                                                          
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 She admitted that had they listened to Dr. Husain Zaheer in early 1960s, India would have 
faced less strain during the oil crisis. 

                         1960                      .                           ,         

                   
 By the time the pilot plant was erected, the technology had advanced further. 

                     ,                             
 The plant was used for research on Integrated Gasification Combined Cycle (IGCC). 

                                                      (IGCC)             ए           
 This was done in collaboration with Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited (BHEL). 

                                   (BHEL)                 
 BHEL commissioned the first IGCC plant in 1985. 

1985    BHEL         IGCC                   
 IGCC combines gas production from coal with electricity generation. 

IGCC                                                    
 The syngas produced was used to run power plants. 

                                             
 Gas-fired turbines and steam-driven turbines were used. 

           औ                                

Second wind 

          

 India had early fuel R&D in coal, petroleum, and geophysics. 

                                             ,           औ                  
 However, funding was suboptimal and projects lacked industrial linkages. 

                        औ          ओ     औ                     
 Policymakers failed to recognise the need for long-term research. 

            ओ       घ                                          
 Interest in clean coal technologies has revived due to climate action. 

                                                           
 The National Coal Gasification Mission (2021) aims to gasify 100 million tonnes of coal 

by 2030. 

                          (2021)       2030    100                              

    
 The technology will reduce reliance on imports of natural gas, methanol, ammonia. 

                    ,        औ                                       
 Investments of about ₹85,000 crore have been committed. 

     ₹85,000                            
 Coal India Limited and BHEL formed Bharat Coal Gasification & Chemicals Limited in 

2024. 

                   औ  BHEL    2024                                                 
 The company will work on clean coal technologies. 
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23Mar. NSEIX opens doors to U.S. stocks for Indian investors 

 NSEIX                                                         

 From Apple to Alphabet, some of the world‟s biggest technology giants could soon find their 
way into Indian portfolios through NSEIX‘s Global Access platform 

 Apple    Alphabet   ,                                          NSEIX    Global Access 

              ए                                                   
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 For decades, buying U.S. stocks has been a Herculean task for most Indian investors. 

         ,                                                  ए ए                    

 Strict remittance rules, a maze of paperwork, an arduous hunt for reliable and cost-effective 
overseas brokers, steep account-opening charges and the list of challenges goes on. 

                 ,                        ,          औ                                    

     ,                     —                               

 On top of that, there are lingering concerns over overseas shareholdings‟ safety. 

           ,                                        ए               

 With technological advances, financial innovation and regulatory reforms, buying U.S. firms‟ 
shares from India may soon be an app/website away. 

            ,              औ                         ,                                  

             ए    /                               

 Thanks to the NSE International Exchange Global Access (NSEIX-GA). 

               NSE                           (NSEIX-GA)          

 With NSEIX-GA, the line between Dalal Street and Wall Street blurs, bringing some of 
Silicon Valley‟s most valuable firms within Indian portfolios‟ reach. 

 NSEIX-GA                  औ                                       ,                    

                                                       

Fully regulated 

                   

 The NSEIX Global Access IFSC Ltd. is a subsidiary of NSE International Exchange 
(NSEIX), which in turn is owned by the National Stock Exchange (NSE) of India. 

 NSEIX Global Access IFSC Ltd., NSE                 (NSEIX)                  ,    

                    (NSE)                 

 It‟s a fully regulated entity operating from Gujarat International Finance Tec-City (GIFT 
City), Gandhinagar, under the regulatory framework of the International Financial Services 
Centres Authority (IFSCA). 

    ए                              ,                               -     (GIFT City), 

            IFSCA                                           

 It enables investors to access global securities via the IFSC ecosystem. 

                IFSC                                                           

No paperwork 

                        

 You can now directly buy stocks listed on the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE) and 
Nasdaq via NSEIX-GA which acts as a super broker. 

            NYSE औ  Nasdaq                NSEIX-GA                        ,    ए  

                               

 Any Indian resident above 18 years of age can open an account with the NSEIX-GA for free, 
through official website nseixga-.com and experience fully digital onboarding. 

 18                                         NSEIX-GA                                औ  

                ऑ                             

 PAN/Aadhaar card details could be automatically fetched via Digilocker with the KYC 
process done digitally. 

 PAN/           Digilocker                      ए            औ  KYC              

                    

No demat account 

                      

 There is no need to open a separate demat account. 
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 Once an account is opened with the NSEIX-GA, individuals can start investing via the app or 
website. 

 NSEIX-GA                         ,                                                       

 Investors can download NSEIX global access‟ mobile app with both Android and iOS versions 
available. 

        NSEIX      ए                                   ,    Android औ  iOS          

         

 Financial experts say the NSEIX Global Access‟ initiative would democratise how Indians gain 
access to international bourses. 

                              NSEIX Global Access                   ए                       

                     ए    

 The NSEIX-GA, being a government-promoted institution, ensures the security of overseas 
holdings. 

                                NSEIX-GA                                        

More foreign markets 

                   

 Currently, the NSEIX-GA is ready with the offerings of U.S. stocks, especially NYSE and 
NASDAQ with plans afoot to connect with several other big global bourses. 

           NSEIX-GA               ,         NYSE औ  NASDAQ,                 औ     

                                            

 It is likely that almost 30 big foreign markets would be included soon. 

                          30                          ए   ए     

 Plans are on to include Europe, the U.K., Japan, Korea and Australian markets too. 

      ,   .  .,      ,        औ  ऑ                                                 

 With this, investors would have huge choice to diversify holdings. 

                                                  ए                   

 An official said, “For a hassle-free back-end process, we have tied up with many countries as 
well as foreign brokers. 

 ए                , “        -ए              ए               औ                                

       

 The entire technology platform and the process is designed in a manner that trades would be 
executed and settled in real time based on the market timings of the respective countries.” 

                                                                                              

                      औ       ए   ए  ” 

 For instance, the U.S. equity trades ideally follow T+1 settlement viz. trades would be settled 
one business day after execution. 

             ए,                      T+1                        ,                ए  

                             

 Therefore, funds or U.S. Securities become fully settled only after this settlement cycle 
completes.” 

     ए,                                                                                     ” 

 Investors can remit money from their bank accounts to the NSEIX-GA account in 
Gandhinagar Gift city and once the funds get reflected in the account, investors get trading 
limits power to buy shares. 

                                  GIFT         NSEIX-GA                        औ           

                                 ए                         

Fractional investing 

             

 NSEIX-GA allows fractional investing viz. Indian investors can buy a portion/fraction of a U.S.-
listed share rather than purchasing the entire stock. 
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 NSEIX-GA                              ,                                            ए  

                   

 This can be particularly useful since many leading U.S. stocks trade at high prices. 

                                                                                 

Tax, RBI scheme 

   , RBI       

 Capital gains on U.S. equities are not taxed in the U.S under the India-U.S. tax treaty. 

                                                 -                                     

 They are taxable only in India. 

                                      

 Dividends attract a 25% U.S. withholding tax which can be later claimed as a foreign tax 
credit in India. 

           25%                                                                            

                          

 Also, overseas investments are made under the Liberalised Remittance Scheme (LRS) 
which permits individuals to remit up to $2.50 lakh/financial year. 

                                     (LRS)                    ,                  $2.50     

                            

 No Tax Collected at Source (TCS) applies on foreign remittances up to ₹10 lakh in a financial 
year while amounts above this attract TCS. 

              ₹10                             TCS          ,                   TCS      

         

 Investors must also report overseas investments and income in Indian tax returns. 

                               औ                                                

 Investors must, however, approach global markets with careful research, awareness of risks 
and understanding of cross-border regulations. 

        ,                                                             ,                औ  

                                   ए  
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23Mar. Old 
Mangalore Port 
likely to get a jetty 
via Sagarmala 

                  

                  

                 

        

 In a bid to 
provide improved cargo 
and cruise terminal 
services to ships from 
Lakshadweep, the 
Karnataka Maritime 
Board (KMB) has 
proposed to develop at 
Old Mangalore Port a 
dedicated jetty with 
allied infrastructure 
facilities, under the 
Sagarmala project. 

                   

                     

औ                    

               ए, 

                      

(KMB)             

                ओ  

                     

               ओ     

    ए              

                    

        

 Lakshadweep 
islands depend on 
shipping services from 
the mainland to meet 
their day-to-day needs. 

                          

      ओ                    ए                                            

 Given its strategic location, Mangaluru supplies foodgrains and construction material to 
Lakshadweep. 

                         ,                       औ                                  

 An attempt to establish a dedicated jetty at Old Mangalore Port was first made a decade ago. 

 ओ                 ए                                          ए                        

 In 2013, during one of his visits to Mangaluru, Lakshadweep Member of Parliament Hamdulla 
Sayeed had sought the establishment of a dedicated wharf at Old Mangalore Port to cater to 
the needs of the islands‟ inhabitants. 

 2013   ,                ए               ,                                            

      ओ                    ए ओ                 ए         घ   (    )                    

       

 A draft proposal submitted by the Lakshadweep administration that year had sought the 
construction of a 300-metre wharf at Old Mangalore Port. 
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                              ए               ओ                 300           घ         

                  

A revival 

         

 A decade on, the project is finally moving ahead. 

 ए         ,                                  

 The proposal for the dedicated jetty was approved under the Union government‟s Sagarmala 
project in 2022. 

                     2022                                                             

 KMB then awarded the work to a Bengaluru company in 2023. 

          KMB    2023               ए                                

 KMB‟s project proposal estimates the cost of construction at ₹65 crore. 

 KMB                                             ₹65                  

 This includes a 303.6 metre berth for cargo handling, and 76 metre berth for a passenger 
terminal. 

      303.6                  औ  76                                   

 It also envisages dredging up to 7 metre depth to accommodate ships. 

                                   ए 7                                               

Smooth cargo movement 

                   

 The dedicated berth aims to facilitate faster berthing and smooth cargo movement, apart from 
ensuring reliable supply of essential goods to the residents of Lakshadweep islands. 

                             औ                                       -             

                     ओ                                                

 It aims at improving the overall service quality for Lakshadweep vessels. 

                                ए                                   

 However, stakeholders in Mangaluru point to the immediate need to carry out dredging 
activities in Old Mangalore Port. 

        ,                   ओ                                                             

 This issue came up for discussion at a recent environmental public hearing, chaired by 
Dakshina Kannada Deputy Commissioner H.V. Darshan, in Mangaluru. 

                                    ए                           ,                      

            .  .             

 The hearing was held after Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) clearance was received for the 
construction of the berth. 

                              (CRZ)                                         

Priority for dredging 

                     

 Old Mangalore Port is located in the Bunder area of Mangaluru town. 

 ओ                                                

 Apart from serving a range of needs for the Lakshadweep islands over several decades, 
Bunder area has also been a mainstay for the region‟s fishing sector. 

                                  ओ                       ,                            

                       

 Old Mangalore Port is a major fish landing centre. 

 ओ              ए                              

 At the public hearing, Abdul Lateef, who represented Bunder in the city corporation council, 
said lack of dredging has impacted fishing boats. 
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            ,                                                                             

                                                 

 He called for immediate dredging in the Old Mangalore Port area to enable overall 
development. 

                       ए ओ                                              

 Agreeing with this, A.K. Usman, a Bunder resident, said the number of Lakshadweep-bound 
vessels calling at Old Mangalore Port reduced significantly in recent years due to the absence 
of dredging. 

                 ए,              .  .                                                     ओ  

                                                                         

 He sought top priority for dredging at Old Mangalore Port before commencing work on the 
dedicated berth project. 

                                             ओ                                               

            

 G.G. Mohandas Prabhu, an animal feed wholesaler at Bunder, told businessline that his trade 
with Lakshadweep has plummeted in the last two years due to the drop in ship arrivals. 

                                  .  .                                                       

                                                         

 He has many clients in Lakshadweep, but they currently prefer to source materials from 
Beypore in Kerala, he rued. 

                                       ,                        ए                           

         

 He hoped that the proposed project, could help put Mangaluru‟s trade and commerce with 
Lakshadweep back on track. 

                                                                  औ                  

                    

 At the public hearing, Chethan Bengre, a representative of trawl boat owners, wanted to know 
why the project was delayed despite being approved by the Central government three years 
ago. 

            ,                                                                                     

                                         

 Darshan responded that the project would gain momentum soon. 

                                                

Tourism potential 

                    

 KMB expects the dedicated berth at Old Mangalore Port to save time and money for 
Lakshadweep vessels through hassle-free cargo movement, and support allied industries. 

 KMB               ओ                                                                

                       औ          ए                                     

 The board also foresees the berth giving a fillip to the region‟s tourism sector with the 
development of luxury water-based attractions. 

                                         -                                            
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23Mar Auction of 19 blocks of critical minerals set to begin today 

                   19                           

23Mar India must use the AYUSH opportunity 

        AYUSH                          
 
 

23Mar. Auction of 19 blocks of critical 
minerals set to begin today 

                   19                 

          

 The government will launch the seventh 
tranche of auctions for critical and strategic 
minerals on Monday, placing 19 blocks on sale 
across several States. 

                         औ                 

     ए                              ,          

         19                    ए       ए    

 The development assumes significance 
as the government aims to bolster India‟s self-
reliance in clean energy, advanced 
technologies, fertilizers, and strategic sectors 
amid global supply chain disruptions. 

                                              

                                ,     

           ,         औ                           

                                  

 So far, the government has conducted six 
rounds of auctions, with 46 critical and strategic 
mineral blocks already sold. 

      ,                                  , 

      46         औ                   

                         

 “Building on this momentum, the seventh 
tranche will offer 19 blocks across several States 
under mining lease and composite licence,” 
the Union Ministry of Mines said in a statement. 

 “                     ए,                        

        औ                       19       

              ,”                     ए          

     

 Critical minerals are important for the 
country‟s economic development and mineral 
security. 

                                 औ       

           ए             

 The global transition towards clean 
energy and advanced technologies has 
significantly increased the demand for minerals, 

including lithium, graphite, rare earth elements, tungsten, vanadium, titanium, and other 
rare metals. 
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         औ                     ओ                         ,       ,              , 

     ,         ,           औ                                                           

 Their limited availability and geographical concentration pose challenges to resilient 
supply chains worldwide. 

                   औ                                                     ए             

         

 “Union Minister of Coal and Mines G. Kishan Reddy, along with the Minister of State for Coal 
and Mines Satish Chandra Dubey, will launch the 7th tranche of auction of critical and 
strategic mineral blocks on March 23,” the Ministry said. 

 “      औ             .          ,                                , 23                 औ  

                      7                    ,”                

 In a separate statement, the Ministry said that it would organise the National District Mineral 
Foundation Summit 2026 on Monday and Tuesday here. 

 ए                                         औ                                     

              2026                 
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23Mar. India must use the AYUSH opportunity 

        AYUSH                          

 Ayurveda Expansion through Budget and FTA 

    औ  FTA                            

 The 2026-27 Union Budget and India‟s new Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with the 
European Union (EU) signals Ayurveda‘s ambitious leap into the global mainstream. 

2026-27              औ                    घ (EU)            FTA                 

                                  

 The AYUSH Ministry‘s budget has nearly doubled in the past five years, reaching ₹4,408 
crore this year. 

AYUSH                     5                                ₹4,408                 

 Further, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has announced three new All-India 
Institutes of Ayurveda, aiming to set top standards for traditional medicine, similar to how 
AIIMS leads modern medicine in India. 

                                                                                    , 

                                         ,      AIIMS                           

 These institutes will not just treat patients, they will teach and conduct advanced research 
as well. 

                                ,          औ                    

 The Budget also turbo-charges the National AYUSH Mission, raising its funding by 66% to 
modernise dispensaries, establish AYUSH clinics inside government hospitals, and 
upgrade drug-testing laboratories. 

                                       ,             66%                         , 

                  AYUSH      , औ                                    ए  

 Together, these measures reflect an effort to bring traditional medicine into the 
mainstream health ecosystem rather than treat it as an alternative silo. 

                                                                            ,          

                           

Global reach 

            

 If the Budget gives Ayurveda depth within India, the India-EU FTA gives it global reach. 

                                       ,        -EU FTA                          

 In EU countries that don‟t speci•cally regulate traditional medicine, the trade deal allows 
Indian AYUSH practitioners to provide their services using qualifications obtained in 
India. 

   EU                                                     ,                  AYUSH 

                                             ए                          

 It guarantees that Indian companies can open Ayurvedic clinics across Europe without 
the fear of sudden policy reversal. 

                                                                                      

                       

 It also sets up a system where Indian safety certifications could eventually be accepted in 
Europe, which means that products approved in India might not need extra testing. 

   ए                                                                             ,       

                                                          

 However, this policy is also a moment which will test whether the country can merge faith in 
heritage with the discipline of evidence. 

       ,                                                         औ                         

         

 For this is not just an economic expansion; it is a structural repositioning of Ayurveda 
within India‟s health system and the global market. 
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                           ,                       औ                           

                       

 When the alternative moves from local clinics to international markets, it enters regulatory 
and scienti•c arenas that demand proof. 

                                                ,              औ                        

                                

 These treatments, understood as Traditional, Complementary, and Alternative Medicine 
(TCAM), will be evaluated within stringent regulatory and vigilance frameworks. 

              TCAM (        ,      औ               )                     औ  

                        ए    

 This is precisely the moment when regulatory harmonisation becomes essential. 

                               (harmonisation)                  

 If AYUSH products are to circulate in EU markets, they must meet international standards 
of safety, manufacturing quality, and claims regulation. 

    AYUSH           EU                 ,             ,               औ                      

                          

 Global ambition demands scienti•c accountability. 

                     ए                           

Need for scienti•c evidence 

                       

 If claims outpace evidence, India risks legal disputes, reputational damage, and the 
reinforcement of stereotypes about „unscienti•c traditionalism.‟ 

                            ,                        ,            औ  „                  ‟    

                   
 For Ayurveda and other AYUSH systems to enter the global mainstream credibly, they 

must submit to rigorous, independent, and transparent scienti•c evaluation conducted 
by third-party research organisations. 

       औ     AYUSH                                          ए     ,      औ  

                                     ,                                ए  
 At present, many assessments are funded, designed, or overseen by the same Ministry that 

promotes AYUSH, creating a structural con•ict of interest. 

                                       ए            AYUSH                 ,                

                    
 Global credibility requires independently funded clinical trials, transparent 

methodologies, peer-reviewed publications, and the willingness to publish negative 
•ndings. 

                     ए                                 ,               ,     -     

     , औ                                                  
 A common defensive move in debates around traditional medicine or cultural knowledge is to 

frame scienti•c scrutiny as colonial bias or Western epistemic dominance. 

                                              औ                                      

                         
 Certainly, the history of colonial medicine in India involved the marginalisation and 

delegitimisation of local systems of healing. 

           ,         औ                                                             

          
 While that history should not be forgotten, it does not follow that all demands for empirical 

evaluation are acts of epistemic domination. 

                                    ए,                                                

      
 Demanding evidence is not cultural betrayal, and scienti•c evaluation does not diminish 

tradition. 

                                      , औ                                          
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Coexisting systems 

  -                   

 Furthermore, TCAM systems endure not simply because of cultural loyalty, but because 
they carry di•erent imaginations of the body, health, and illness. 

          , TCAM                                                  ,     औ         

                                
 To engage with TCAM seriously is to recognise that they are not merely collections of 

remedies but coherent epistemologies. 

TCAM                                                                                   

    
 Systems such as Ayurveda are organised around ontological commitments about what the 

body is, how it is constituted, and how disorder emerges. 

                                  ,        औ                                             

           
 The body in Ayurveda is not a collection of discrete organs but an interdependent system 

embedded in environment, diet, season, and social life. 

                  -                                  ,     ,      औ               

                   
 Health is a state of equilibrium across physiological, psychological, and ecological registers, 

and illness is a disturbance in patterned relations rather than a discrete lesion. 

                      औ                                     ,                ए         

      
 This stands in contrast to modern medicine, which has historically been grounded in 

anatomical localisation. 

                          ,             -                           
 Biomedicine excels at identifying speci•c causal mechanisms and intervening with 

precision at targeted sites. 

                                  औ                         
 TCAM systems, by contrast, often operate through systemic logics. 

           , TCAM                                                  
 But the question is not biomedicine versus TCAM. 

                          TCAM          
 The conceptual frames in TCAM do not need to replace biomedicine to be valuable. 

TCAM                     ए                                                 
 They can function as counterpoints that expand questions about what it means to be 

healthy. 

                                                                              
 They o•er alternative models of embodiment — models in which the body is ecological and 

dynamic. 

                     औ                                                    
 Thus, the goal is not substitution but dialogue. 

    ए                               
 In that dialogue lies the possibility of strengthening scienti•c inquiry across the spectrum of 

care. 

                                                          
 Therefore, public investment should fund intellectual openness and scienti•c freedom. 

    ए                                औ                                   ए  
 Global ambition will be sustained not by assertion, but by evidence, transparency, and the 

courage to be rigorously examined. 

                                       ,           औ                                
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GS Paper III: Environment, 

TOPICS COVERED     23  March  2026 

23Mar How agriPV can turn India‘s farms into dual-purpose powerhouses 

                                                                      
 

 
 

23Mar. How agriPV can turn India‘s farms into dual-purpose powerhouses 

                                                                      

 In the 2026-27 Budget, the outlay for the PM-KUSUM scheme nearly doubled to ₹5,000 
crore, signalling the government‟s renewed emphasis on increasing solar power production 
centred on India‟s farmers. 

2026-27        PM-KUSUM            ए                        ₹5,000            ,    

                                                           ए                   
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 Specifically, the scheme aims to provide energy and water security to farmers, enhance 
incomes, and decarbonise the farm sector through decentralised solar pumps and power 
plants. 

           ,                          औ                    ,              , औ  

                   औ                                                                  

 But as the scheme evolves, India also faces a question: how can solar be expanded on 
agricultural land without compromising food security? 

          -                              ,                                                      

                               ए                  ए? 

 Agri-photovoltaics (agriPV) is emerging as a promising answer to this question. 

   -          (agriPV)          ए                                 

 AgriPV integrates solar systems with farming, allowing farmers to generate electricity and 
cultivate crops on the same parcel of land. 

AgriPV                                     ,             ए                               

   औ                    

 The panels are mounted at a suitable height to allow farm operations below, and are spaced 
between crop rows or integrated into greenhouses to minimise conflict between agricultural 
production and energy generation. 

          ऊ           ए                                 , औ                              

                                         औ  ऊ                              

Selecting right crops 

                

 The designs vary by crop and region. 

           औ                             

 Elevated systems have panels mounted a few metres above ground to allow crops to grow 
below. 

     (Elevated)                               ऊ      ए                                

 Row-based systems have panels positioned between crop rows to minimise shading. 

  -                                            ए                          

 Vertical systems use upright panels that can capture sunlight from both sides. 

                                                                                       

 Greenhouse-integrated systems feature solar panels on roofs or walls to maintain a 
controlled growing environment. 

       -                                                ए                                      

        

 The suitability of a design also depends on the local climate, irrigation practices, and the 
crop. 

                                   ,            , औ                           

 So systematic and region-specific planning is essential to optimise both agricultural and 
energy yields. 

    ए      औ  ऊ                                       ए       औ     -                 

    

 Careful crop selection is also key to the success of agriPV systems because the amount of 
sunlight available changes based on how solar panels are placed. 

                     agriPV               ए                                       

                                   

 Shade-tolerant crops generally perform well in partially shaded areas under solar panels 
while crops that need more sunlight grow better in the spaces between rows of panels. 

    -                                                            ,                    

                                            

 Crop selection also varies across India‟s diverse agro-climatic regions. 

                          -                                    



                      
 

  

P
ag

e4
3

 

 For instance, suitable crop options include tomato, onion, garlic, turmeric, ginger, leafy 
vegetables, and tulsi in Madhya Pradesh, and ragi, jowar, grapes, tomato, potato, 
chillies, banana, and brinjal in Karnataka and Maharashtra — all of which can perform 
well in agriPV systems. 

            ए,                 ,    ,      ,    ,     ,               औ        

        ,             औ                 ,    ,      ,      ,    ,     ,      औ       

agriPV                        

 Beyond technical considerations such as crop selection, the scalability of agriPV hinges on 
developing viable business models. 

                        ओ           agriPV                                        

                  

 Farmers can own and operate agriPV systems, use a portion of the electricity generated, 
and sell the surplus. 

      agriPV               औ                   ,                               औ  

                          

 With the help of Farmer Producer Organisations or cooperatives, multiple farmers can also 
aggregate land and collectively develop projects, enhancing their bargaining power and 
access to finance. 

                  (FPOs)                                                       

                      ए                   ,                         औ              

         

 Private developers could also lease farmland and share revenues or pay fixed rents to 
farmers. 

                                                                                         

         

 Alternatively, State governments or public agencies could develop agriPV systems to 
support local energy needs. 

            ,                        ए              ऊ          ओ                    ए 

agriPV                         

Why agriPV matters for India 

            agriPV        

 India‟s ambitious energy transition goals — to have 300 GW of installed solar capacity by 
2030 and achieve net-zero emissions by 2070 — put land at a premium. 

                                — 2030    300 GW          औ  2070       -     

      —                        
 Utility-scale solar projects require large tracts of land while agriculture is already under 

pressure from competing land uses. 

        -                                                     ,                      

                                 
 AgriPV can ameliorate this con•ict. 

AgriPV                            
 With more than half of India‟s land under agriculture, dual-use deployment is valuable. 

                                                       -      (dual-use)                
 And in an economy that depends heavily on agriculture, the technology‟s appeal lies in both 

farmers diversifying their incomes and producing clean energy. 

औ  ए                                    ,                                  औ     

                                 
 Farmers can earn from selling electricity, leasing land or sharing revenues while continuing 

to cultivate. 

                 ,                                                       ,           

              
 AgriPV also delivers environmental co-bene•ts. 

AgriPV             -                     
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 In certain agro-climatic conditions, partial shading can reduce evapotranspiration — the 
combined loss of water to the atmosphere through evaporation and plant transpiration — and 
soils retain more moisture, thus enhancing the overall water-use e•ciency. 

        -                                evapotranspiration (        औ           

                     )               औ                              ,                

              
 Solar panels can also protect crops against extreme heat, rainfall, and hail. 

                            ,      औ                             
 By lowering the farm‟s need for diesel, such systems can also support rural 

entrepreneurship and local economic growth. 

                              ,                       औ                       

               
 AgriPV can power ancillary services as well, including cold storage, food processing units, 

and cha• cutters, strengthening rural value chains. 

AgriPV          ,                    औ                         ओ        ऊ            

       ,                                       
 However, this requires clear governance frameworks, tari•s, and accessible •nance. 

       ,        ए              ,       औ                         

Status in India 

             

 There are around 50 pilot agriPV installations nationwide, with various panel-crop 
combinations and economic feasibility under evaluation. 

              50       agriPV              ,                 -           औ       

                                          
 Recent policy discussions have also increasingly referenced agriPV but large-scale 

replication has yet to commence. 

                        agriPV               ,                                             

       
 Both policymakers and experts need more empirical evidence across agro-climatic zones 

to say which con•gurations, crop matrices, and •nancial frameworks are most suitable. 

              औ                          -                                            

                    ,            औ                                    
 The technology‟s large-scale adoption in India does face economic, regulatory, and 

institutional barriers. 

                                         ,        औ                    
 Elevated structures and specialised mounting systems signi•cantly increase capital costs, 

well above those of conventional solar systems. 

              औ                                                 ,                             

         
 A crop‟s responses to shading can vary and poorly designed systems may even reduce 

agricultural yields. 

                                -            औ                                     

            
 System ownership between farmers and developers could also raise doubts, particularly if 

long-term land rights and revenue-sharing arrangements are not fully clear. 

        औ                                               ,                       औ  

                       
 Land classi•cation, grid connectivity, and tari•s hinge on regulatory clarity and the lack 

of design benchmarks adds to investor uncertainty. 

           ,               औ                                     औ                   
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Policy pathways 

            

 With the right policy support, agriPV has the potential to scale beyond pilot projects. 

                         agriPV                                     
 Recent consultations on PM-KUSUM 2.0 have indicated that the government may include 

agriPV in a proposed ‗National Agri-photovoltaics Mission‘ as a dedicated 10-GW 
component, with viability gap funding to o•set the capital costs. 

       PM-KUSUM 2.0     ओ                            ‗          -              ‘    

    10 GW               agriPV                    ,       viability gap funding    

  ए    
 Such measures could remarkably improve the bankability of agriPV projects and reduce the 

•nancial risk. 

         agriPV         ओ                          औ                             
 Clearly recognising dual-use con•gurations within PM-KUSUM 2.0 could help align agriPV 

with farmer-centric solarisation. 

PM-KUSUM 2.0      -                                agriPV         -                

                 
 States can reinforce this by identifying suitable clusters, streamlining approvals, and 

integrating agriPV into farmer training and advisory programmes. 

                     ,                        औ  agriPV                

                                             
 As India rapidly advances in its energy transition, agriPV o•ers a pathway for renewable 

energy to complement agricultural productivity. 

    -                                     , agriPV                                      

                            
 Its inclusion under PM-KUSUM 2.0 could move it from scattered pilots to a more structured, 

scalable model, strengthening farmer incomes and easing land pressures. 

PM-KUSUM 2.0                            ए                           ए         औ  

                         ,                           औ                        

 




